
BROWN COUNTY PRESBYTERIAN FELLOWSHIP 
ORDER OF WORSHIP ON THE LORD’S DAY 

 

January 1, 2017 
 

Celebrating Community 
 

Greeting & Announcements                                         
 

If you are visiting with us today, we are especially glad you are here!  Please 
fill out one of the visitor cards and place it in the offering plate.  Also, please 

feel free to join us following the service for coffee and conversation. 
 

Recognition of Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Prelude and Lighting of the Candles  
 

As you prepare your hearts for worship, welcome  
the presence of the Lord in this place. 

 

Praising God 
 

*Opening Prayer                  Congregation 
 

Merciful God, in Christ you have come among us and we rejoice.  
Yet still the world groans in hope of redemption. Open our 
hearts to hear you speaking today through some difficult texts.  
By your Spirit give us grace so that we deny neither the 
sufferings that remain nor the hope that you give us.  In the 
name of Christ our Lord we pray.  Amen. 

      
*Hymn of Praise                                 # 132 

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice!” 
 

Receiving Pardon from God 
 

*Invitation to Confession             
 

Friends, let us begin this new year with unburdened hearts.  
Confident in the grace and mercy that God has shown us in Jesus 
Christ, let us confess our sins to Him and relish in his forgiveness… 
 

*Prayer of Confession                 Congregation 
 

God of abundance and grace: / You know us well, better than we 
know ourselves. / You hear us cry “Gloria!” and “Praise!” / And 
you watch us tear things apart with our words and deeds. / You 

hear us say “Thy will be done” and “use me, O God” / And you 
watch us do nothing in response to cries for help. / You know us, 
and you love us still, / and you forgive us. / Thank you. / Hear us 
now say, “Help us to change; turn us around, / Make us more 
loving and courageous and hopeful.” / This we pray in Jesus’ 
name… 
 

During the silence, please make your personal confession to God. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon                                    
 

Friends, this Good News is for all the world: Christ was born, lived 
and died, and rose again that we would be freed from sin and death. 
Know that indeed you are forgiven, and be at peace.  Amen. 
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Please greet those worshipping around you 
with “The peace of Christ be with you…” “and also with you.” 

 

Hearing God’s Word 
 

The Children’s Message          Pastor Scott 
 

Following the children’s message, all children are invited  
to attend Sunday School. They may join our teachers  

at the entrance to Fellowship Hall. 
 

First Reading                     Hebrews 2:10-18      
 

The author explains what it means 
that Jesus shares our humanity. 

 

Sermon Text                    Matthew 2:13-23 
 

King Herod orders the slaughter of Bethlehem infants 
in an attempt to kill Jesus. 

 

Sermon                  “The Nightmare After Christmas” 
 

Responding in Faith 
 

*Hymn of Response                                                          # 137 
“He Came Down” 

 

*Affirmation of Faith                               Congregation  
 

Today we will recite together the Apostles Creed, 
found on p. 35 of the hymnal 

 



*Gloria Patri                                  # 581 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings          
 

Moment of Reflection 
 

*Doxology 
 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 

 

Praying for the Church and World 
 
Sharing of Concerns & Celebrations                        
 

Pastoral Prayer  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Departing to Serve 
 
* Closing Hymn                    # 147 

“The First Nowell” 
 

*Pastoral Charge and Blessing                   
 

Postlude                                  
 

Please remain seated and enjoy the postlude 
That Ji has prepared. 

 

+++++++++++++++ 
 

If you need to contact Pastor Scott, please feel free to do so by 
calling one of the following numbers: 317-931-2347 office; or 317- 
701-0207 cell.  His e-mail is sseay@cts.edu.  Molly DeWitt can be 
reached at (574) 727-1724 or mdewitt@cts.edu. 

 
Brown County Presbyterian Fellowship exists  

to glorify God through its worship; to build a loving community 
of faith; to nurture people into true disciples of Jesus Christ; and 

to serve the needs of our community, nation, and world.  
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Welcome to Brown County Presbyterian Fellowship for worship on 
this Lord’s Day!  We hope that our service this morning is a blessing 
in your life.  

 

Announcements 
 

The BCPF Christmas Party was a blast!  There was lots of good food, 
fellowship, and the gift exchange.  Thanks to everyone who braved 
the severe weather to be there! 
 

If you have not already done so, please take your poinsettia home 
today.  And thank you for helping to decorate our sanctuary this 
Christmas season. 
 

 

Contributions to the annual Christmas Joy Offering 
have totaled $420.00 this year!  Thank you for your 
generosity!  The funds go to support the Board of 
Pensions and the colleges and seminaries of the 
denomination. 

 

Over fifty people attended this year’s candlelight Christmas Eve 
Service!  It was a wonderful service of lessons and carols that set 
just the right tone for the season.  Thanks to everyone who 
participated! 
 

The annual congregational meeting will be held after worship on 
Sunday, January 15, 2017.  Included in that meeting will be the 
annual report, the election of church officers, and a review of the 
2017 budget. 
 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 
 

For today’s presbytery prayer partners: James Blankenbeker, 
Marietta Macy, Sarah Vanderzee McKenney, and Heather 
Thiessen.   These young people are either inquirers or candidates 
for ministry in the Presbytery of Ohio Valley. 
 

For the family of Buzz Dryfoose, who recently passed away. 
 

For those recently travelling to warmer climates: Orv and Olivia 
Toler, Gerhard Weber and Mary Ann Soll. 
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For the family of Kay Crabtree, who recently passed away. 
 

For Mac Bellner, who awaits more tests to determine a course of 
treatment for a heart murmur. 
 

For Daren Huber, a student and advisee of Pastor Scott; his mother 
passed away over the holiday after a brief illness. 
 

For Rae Karim, a colleague of Pastor Scott and minister at 
Northwood Christian Church (Disciples of Christ); her mother is 
being treated for stage 4 lung cancer. 
 

For Diane Thompson’s brother-in-law, following his colonoscopy; 
and for her family. 
 

For Augusta Swain, long-time friend of John Wolfarth; she recently 
lost an adult child. 
 

For the uncle of Jason Terry, who is being successfully tresated for 
cancer. 
 

For Luigi, the beloved dachshund of Gerhard Weber; he recently had 
oral surgery to have 14 teeth removed. 
 

For Cathy Junken, as she continues her recovery she thanked 
everyone for their cards and expressions of concern. 
 

For Stella Hartley, whose health has not been good lately. 
 
For those with ongoing health issues: Janice Cassiday; Kathy Cox; 
Melody, a friend of Carol Hartley-Hines; Diane’s sister-in-law 
Carolyn; Floyd Clouse; Jean Pienta, Big Jim Brydges, Marissa 
Fisher, Jay Cecerman and Gary Fox.  
 

 

BY THE NUMBERS 
 

  Attendance last Sunday (Dec 18)                    33    
  Offering last Sunday                             $    965.00 
  Weekly needs to make the budget                              $ 1,591.26 
   

Happy New Year!  
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