
BROWN COUNTY PRESBYTERIAN FELLOWSHIP 
ORDER OF WORSHIP ON THE LORD’S DAY 

 

December 11, 2016 
 

Celebrating Community 
 

Greeting & Announcements                       Pastor Scott 
 

If you are visiting with us today, we are especially glad you are here!  Please 
fill out one of the visitor cards and place it in the offering plate.  Also, please 

feel free to join us following the service for coffee and conversation. 
 

Recognition of Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Prelude and Lighting of the Candles  
 

As you prepare your hearts for worship, welcome  
the presence of the Lord in this place. 

 

Praising God 
 

*Call to Worship              cf. Isaiah 35:3-4 
 

Leader: The prophet cries, “Strengthen weak hands and 
make firm feeble knees. 

People: “Say to those of fearful heart, ‘Do not be 
afraid.’ 

Leader: “Here is your God…He will come and save you.” 
People: We wait for your salvation, faithful God. 
Leader: Until then, we sing your praise for your glory 

and your grace. 
 

*Hymn of Praise                                 # 610 
“O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing!” 

 

Receiving Pardon from God 
 

*Prayer of Confession                     Congregation 
 

Patient Lord, / forgive our lack of faith in your loving power. / 
We look around us and see what we don’t have. / We fail to 
notice the daily blessings you lavish upon us.  / Clear our 
blindness to the needs of others. / Strengthen us and move us 
from lame excuses for not serving you. / Help us to truly listen 
to one another, / not with our pat answers ready, / but with 
loving and generous hearts. / Heal us and make us ready to 

truly be your disciples. / In the name of Jesus Christ, the Coming 
One, we pray... 
 

During the silence, please make your personal confession to God. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon        Pastor Scott 
 

Behold and believe in the wondrous power and love of God!  It is 
poured out for you and for God’s beloved world.  Rejoice in this good 
news, for it is given especially to you.  AMEN. 
 

*Passing the Peace 
 

Please greet those worshipping around you 
with “The peace of Christ be with you…” “and also with you.” 

 

Hearing God’s Word 
 

The Children’s Message                Pastor Scott 
 

Following the children’s message, all children are invited  
to attend Sunday School. They may join our teachers  

at the entrance to Fellowship Hall. 
 

Lighting the Advent Candle                          Tim and Kathy Sparks 
 

The second candle in the Advent wreath represents JOY. 
 

First Reading                  Psalm 146:5-10    
 

The psalmist offers praise to God 
for His help in times of need. 

 

Sermon Text                   Matthew 11:2-11 
 

Jesus responds to messengers  
sent from John the Baptist. 

 

Sermon                 “Anticipating the Unexpected”  Molly DeWitt 
 

Responding in Faith 
 

*Hymn of Response                                               # 144  
“In the Bleak Midwinter” 

 

*Affirmation of Faith                               Congregation  
 

Today we will recite together the Apostles Creed, 
found on p. 35 of the hymnal 

 

*The Gloria Patri                    # 581 
 



Presenting our Tithes and Offerings 
 

Minute for Mission        Pastor Scott  
 

Presentation of Regular Tithes and Offerings 
 

*Doxology 
 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
 

Praying for the Church and World 
 

Sharing of Concerns & Celebrations                          Pastor Scott    
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Departing to Serve 
 

*Closing Hymn                    # 106   
“Prepare the Way, O Zion!” 

 

*Pastoral Charge and Blessing                   Pastor Scott 
 

Postlude                                  
 

Please remain seated and enjoy the postlude Mark has prepared. 

                            
+++++++++++++++ 

 

If you need to contact Pastor Scott, please feel free to do so by 
calling one of the following numbers: 317-931-2347 office; or 317- 
701-0207 cell.  His e-mail is sseay@cts.edu.  Molly DeWitt can be 
reached at (574) 727-1724 or mdewitt@cts.edu. 

 
 

BY THE NUMBERS 
 

  Attendance last Sunday (Dec 4)                    38 
  Offering last Sunday                             $ 2,102.00    
  Weekly needs to make the budget                              $ 1,591.26 
  Joy Offering so far ……………………………………………………….. $    325.00 
 

 

Order of Worship on the Lord’s Day 

December 11, 2016 
 

Brown County 
Presbyterian Fellowship 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Scott Seay, Pastor 

Molly DeWitt, Associate Pastor Intern 

Jihyun Kim, Pianist 

Mark DeZwaan, Organist 

 

Brown County Presbyterian Fellowship exists  
to glorify God through its worship; to build a loving community 
of faith; to nurture people into true disciples of Jesus Christ; and 

to serve the needs of our community, nation, and world.   
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Welcome to Brown County Presbyterian Fellowship for worship on 
this Lord’s Day!  We hope that our service this morning is a blessing 
in your life.  

Announcements 
 

Please take note!  This year’s candlelight Christmas Eve Service 
will be held on Saturday, December 24 at 11:00 p.m.  As is our 
custom, it will be a service of lessons and carols.  There will be no 
worship service on Sunday, December 25.  Please plan your end-
of-the-year giving accordingly. 
 

The annual concert of the Brown County Classical Guitar Society 
filled our church with beautiful music last night!! 
 

This year’s BCPF Christmas Party will be held at the church this 
year, following worship on December 18.  Please bring a dish for the 
pot-luck and a gag gift for our “dirty Santa” gift exchange.  A sign-up 
sheet is in Fellowship Hall. 
 

 

The annual Christmas Joy Offering will be 
received until Sunday, December 18.  As one of 
the four annual special offerings of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), the funds go to 
support the Board of Pensions and the colleges 
and seminaries of the denomination.  Envelopes 
are provided in the pew racks. 

 
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia this year to help decorate 
the sanctuary for Christmas, please fill out the enclosed form and 
give it to Pastor Scott today!  
 

A special thank you from God’s Grace to all of you who showed up at 
the “store” on Wednesday – it was a full house of workers – a great 
big thank you to all!!! 
 

We welcome your voluntary donations to the Deck Fund.  If you 
would like to contribute, please make your check payable to BCPF 
with “Deck Fund” in the memo line and put it in the collection plate. 
 

Adult Sunday School continues its study of the life and ministry of 
the Apostle Paul.  Please join us in Fellowship Hall each Sunday at 
9:00 a.m. 
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Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 
 

For today’s presbytery prayer partner, Hanover College, and its 
chaplain, Rev. Catherine Knott.  The oldest private college in 
Indiana, Hanover was founded in 1827 to serve the Presbyterian 
Church.  Pray for its leaders, faculty, staff, and students. 
 

For Jean Honeysett’s nephew Gary Fox – he has been moved into 
rehab and is having lots of good signs that he is getting better but 
still probably looking at 4 to 5 months of recovery. 
 

For Ron Martin, friend of Don and Ginny Fearrin, as he recovers 
from recent hip surgery. 
 

Continued prayers of mercy, love and strengthening for Doug 
McGarvey, brother to Olivia Toler’s daughter-in-law, who has Stage 
4 pancreatic cancer – he actually is showing some signs of 
improvement – God has strengthened him!! 
 

Continued prayers for Junior Cody, friend of Diane Thompson – he 
is blind in one eye and the other eye has a virus – he’s getting 
injections twice a week. 
 

Continued prayers for Romilda Hammontre - she is not feeling well. 
 

Sandy updated us on Dick & Wilma Crowley – Wilma has broken 
her left shoulder.  
 

For John Pavey – he’s thankful that he is doing well following his 
cataract surgery. 
 

Mary asked for prayers for Nancy and Diane Taylor – they are in 
the midst of the fires in Gatlinburg; for Don and Ginny Fearrin – he 
is home from the hospital; and for the McGuire family on the 
passing of Nelson. 
 

For all those affected by the fires in Tennessee. 
 

For America, our military, our police, our first responders and 
for the election transition of our presidency. 
 

For those with ongoing health issues: Janice Cassiday; Kathy Cox; 
Melody, a friend of Carol Hartley-Hines; Diane’s sister-in-law 
Carolyn; Floyd Clouse; Jean Pienta, Big Jim Brydges, Marissa 
Fisher, Jay Cecerman and Gary Fox. 
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