
BROWN COUNTY PRESBYTERIAN FELLOWSHIP 
ORDER OF WORSHIP ON THE LORD’S DAY 

 

December 31, 2017 
 

Celebrating Community 
 

Greeting & Announcements                    
 

If you are visiting with us today, we are especially glad you are here!  Please 
fill out one of the visitor cards and place it in the offering plate.  Feel free to 

join us following the service for coffee and conversation if you would like. 
 

Recognition of Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Prelude and Lighting of the Candles  
 

As you prepare your hearts for worship, welcome  
the presence of the Lord in this place. 

 

Praising God 
 

*Call to Worship (Isaiah 61:10)                                                                   
 

Leader: I will greatly rejoice in the Lord! 
People: My whole being shall exult in my God! 
Leader: For He has clothed me in the garments of salvation… 
People: He has covered me with the robe of righteousness. 
Leader: Hear our prayers and our praises, Lord. 
People: Accept the worship of a grateful people! 

 

*Hymn of Praise                                 # 143 
“Angels from the Realms of Glory” 

 

*Invitation to Confession  
 

Even in the midst of great joy and celebration, we know that our 
lives don’t always reflect God’s intentions.  Yet the birth of Jesus is 
the beginning of our salvation.  In confidence and faith, let us confess 
our sins to God, knowing that He always forgives… 
 

*Prayer of Confession             Congregation 
 

Loving God, / you have come to us so that we might have love 
and light, / peace and joy. / You became one of us so that we 
might see our salvation. / Help us in our weakness to take in 
this good news; / help us to rejoice that our salvation is finally 
here! / Inspire and strengthen us with your Holy Spirit / so that 

the good news will shine out from our lives / and the world may 
know that your salvation has arrived. / In the name of the 
Prince of Peace, / the Desire of Nations,/ and the Holy One of 
Israel we pray… 
 

Please observe a brief period of silence so that all may pray privately. 

 

*Assurance of Pardon            
 

Rejoice!  Your salvation has arrived!  You are all children whose 
relationship with God has been restored through Jesus Christ.  
AMEN. 
 

Hearing God’s Word 
 

The Children’s Message                      
 

Following the children’s message, all children are invited  
to attend Sunday School. They may join our teachers  

at the entrance to Fellowship Hall. 
 

First Lesson                       Galatians 4:4-7 
 

Paul explains to the Galatian Christians  
the significance of Jesus’ coming. 

 

Sermon Text                       Luke 2:22-40  
 

Simeon and Anna give thanks in the Temple 
for the birth of Jesus Christ. 

 

Sermon                          Pastor Scott  
“Seeing Our Salvation” 

 

Hymn of Response                                                          # 137 
“He Came Down” 

 

Responding in Faith 
 

*Affirmation of Faith           Congregation  
 

Today we will recite together the Apostles Creed, 
which can be found on page 35 of the hymnal. 

 

*Gloria Patri                             # 581 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings         Pastor Scott 
 



Stewardship Moment 
 

*Doxology 
 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
 

Praying for the Church and World 
 

Sharing of Concerns & Celebrations             Pastor Scott 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Departing to Serve 
 

*Closing Hymn       # 136 
“Go, Tell It on the Mountain” 

 

*Pastoral Charge and Blessing                   Pastor Scott 
 

Postlude 
 

Please remain seated for the postlude 
and enjoy the music that Ji and Mark share with us! 

 
+++++++++++++++ 

 
If you need to contact Pastor Scott, please feel free to do so by 
calling one of the following numbers: 317-931-2347 office; or 317-
701-0207 cell.  His e-mail address is sseay@cts.edu. 
 
 

 

BY THE NUMBERS 
 

  Attendance last Sunday (Dec 17)                     40                                                                        
  Offering last Sunday                                            $ 2,195.00 
  Weekly needs to make the budget                                 $ 1,938.17 
 

 

Happy New Year! 
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Welcome to Brown County Presbyterian Fellowship for worship on 
this Lord’s Day!  We hope that our service this morning is a blessing 
in your life.  
 

Announcements 
 

Thank you to everyone who made this year’s Christmas Eve service 
of lessons and carols such a special and meaningful service.   
 

If you purchased a poinsettia this year, please feel free to take yours 
home today.  We appreciate your contribution to decorating the 
sanctuary this year! 
 

Please note that the BCPF annual congregational and corporate 
meetings will be held after worship on January 21, 2018.  On the 
agenda are the election of church officers and the approval of the 
new year’s budget.  Pastor Scott’s annual report will be made 
available a week in advance for your review. 
 
Please join us for adult Sunday School at 9:00 a.m. each Sunday. We 
have begun a new study in honor of the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. We will learn about Martin Luther! 
 
The 2017-18 Presbyterian Giving Catalog is available in 
Fellowship Hall.  It includes many opportunities to give in the season 
of Thanksgiving and Christmas.   
 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 
 

Today the Presbytery of Ohio Valley calls on us all to pray for two 
candidates who are in final stages of preparation for their 
ordination: Heather Theissen (Corydon) and Marietta Macy 
(Columbus). 
 

For Stella Hartley, who has been transferred to Kindred Hospital 
North, 8060 Knue Road, Indianapolis, IN 46250, Room #203.  Carol 
expresses ongoing gratitude for the cards, calls, and other 
expressions of support during this difficult time. 
 

For Nicole, granddaughter of Ginny Fearrin.  She has been 
transferred to a Ronald McDonald House in Cincinnati where she will 
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remain until her baby is born (at least 12 more weeks).  Ginny 
expresses appreciation for your prayers.  They are working! 
 

Ashley Gartner reminded us to pray for the survivors of this 
summer’s hurricanes in Florid and the Caribbean; their recovery 
continues. 
 

For Terry Merkel, who has been in Methodist Hospital for 
complications following recent surgery on his sinuses. 
 

For Dave and Sharlene Wall, who remain largely homebound 
during Dave’s recovery from recent surgery. 
 

For Carolyn, a friend of Kathy Sparks, who continues to fight colon 
cancer and now has a broken kneecap. 
 
For Dick and Wilma Crowley.  John and Sandy will be taking food in 
to them later today. 
 

For Alice, sister of Mary Ann Soll, who continues her recovery from a 
recent stroke, but now possible has a detached retina. 
 

For all of those who are dealing with the wildfires in California 
and throughout the West. 
 

For those with ongoing health issues: Janice Cassiday; Orv Toler; 
Diane’s sister-in-law Carolyn; Floyd Clouse; Jean Pienta, Big Jim 
Brydges, Marissa Fisher, Jay Cecerman, Gary Fox, Junior Cody,  
and Chet and Janice Kylander.   
 

About Our Church 
 

Worship 
10:00 a.m. each Sunday in the sanctuary 

Communion is celebrated on the third Sunday of the month 
 

Topical Studies for Adults 
9:00 a.m. each Sunday in Fellowship Hall 

 
Sunday School for Children 

Children leave midway through the service for Sunday School 
 

God’s Grace Place 
A clothing ministry that is open several days a month 
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