
BROWN COUNTY PRESBYTERIAN FELLOWSHIP 
ORDER OF WORSHIP ON THE LORD’S DAY 

 

January 8, 2017 
 

Celebrating Community 
 

Greeting & Announcements                                  Molly DeWitt         
 

If you are visiting with us today, we are especially glad you are here!  Please 
fill out one of the visitor cards and place it in the offering plate.  Also, please 

feel free to join us following the service for coffee and conversation. 
 

Recognition of Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Prelude and Lighting of the Candles  
 

As you prepare your hearts for worship, welcome  
the presence of the Lord in this place. 

 

Praising God 
 

*Call to Worship      Psalm 29:2-4               
 

Leader: Ascribe to the Lord the glory due to His name. 
People: Worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
Leader: The voice of the Lord is over the waters; 
People: The God of glory thunders over mighty waters. 
Leader: The voice of the Lord is powerful, 
People: The voice of the Lord is full of majesty 
Leader: Let us worship the Lord of glory! 

     
*Hymn of Praise                                 # 611 

“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” 
 

Receiving Pardon from God 
 

*Invitation to Confession    Acts 10:34-43          
 

Peter tells the Gentiles in Caesarea, “All the prophets have testified 
about Jesus, that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 
of sins through his name.”  Confident in the words of the prophets 
and in the good news of the gospel, let us confess our sins to the One 
who is ready and able to forgive… 
 

*Prayer of Confession                 Congregation 
 

Merciful God, / in baptism you promise forgiveness and new 
life, / making us part of the body of Christ.  / We confess that we 
remain preoccupied with ourselves, / separated from our 
sisters and brothers in Christ.  / We cling to destructive habits, / 
hold grudges, / and show reluctance to welcome one another; / 
we allow our past to hold us hostage. /  In your loving kindness, 
/ have mercy on us and free us from sin.  / Remind us of the 
promises you make in baptism / so that we may rise to new life, 
/ and live together in grace… 
 

During the silence, please make your personal confession to God. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon             Romans 3:23-26         
 

All have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory.  But all who have faith 
are justified by God’s grace, given as a free gift in Jesus Christ. Repent 
and relish in God’s abundant forgiveness! Amen. 
 

Hearing God’s Word 
 

The Children’s Message       Molly DeWitt    
 

Following the children’s message, all children are invited  
to attend Sunday School. They may join our teachers  

at the entrance to Fellowship Hall. 
 

First Reading                     Isaiah 42:1-9     Pastor Scott 
 

The prophet describes an ideal servant of the Lord. 
 

Sermon Text                    Matthew 3:13-17 
 

Jesus is baptized by John in the Jordan River. 
 

Sermon                                   “You Count” 
 

Responding in Faith 
 

*Hymn of Response                                                          # 288 
“Spirit of the Living God” 

 

*Affirmation of Faith                               Congregation  
 

Today we will recite part of the Brief Statement of Faith (1983) 
affirming out trust in the Holy Spirit 



We trust in God the Holy Spirit, / everywhere the giver and 
renewer of life.  / The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, / 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, / 
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of 
Christ, the Church. / The same Spirit who inspired the prophets 
and apostles / rules our faith and life in Christ through 
Scripture, / engages us through the Word proclaimed, / claims 
us in the waters of baptism, / feeds us with the bread of life and 
the cup of salvation, / and calls women and men to all ministries 
of the church.  / In a broken and fearful world / the Spirit gives 
us courage to pray without ceasing, / to witness among all 
peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, / to unmask idolatries in 
Church and culture, / to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, / and to work with others for justice, freedom, and 
peace. / In gratitude to God, / empowered by the Spirit, / we 
strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks / and to live holy and 
joyful lives, / even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new 
earth, / praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 

*Gloria Patri                                  # 581 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings        Molly DeWitt   
 

Moment of Reflection 
 

*Doxology 
 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
 

Praying for the Church and World 
 

Sharing of Concerns & Celebrations                 Molly DeWitt         
 

Pastoral Prayer  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Departing to Serve 
 

* Closing Hymn                    # 761 
“Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” 

 

*Pastoral Charge and Blessing                  Pastor Scott        
 

Postlude                                  
 

Please remain seated and enjoy the postlude 
that Ji has prepared. 

 

Order of Worship on the Lord’s Day 

January 8, 2017 
 

Brown County 
Presbyterian Fellowship 

 
Rev. Dr. Scott Seay, Pastor 

Molly DeWitt, Associate Pastor Intern 

Mark DeZwaan, Organist 

 

Brown County Presbyterian Fellowship exists  
to glorify God through its worship; to build a loving community 
of faith; to nurture people into true disciples of Jesus Christ; and 

to serve the needs of our community, nation, and world.  

 



 

 

Welcome to Brown County Presbyterian Fellowship for worship on 
this Lord’s Day!  We hope that our service this morning is a blessing 
in your life.  

 

Announcements 
 

Pastor Scott has provided today’s flowers in gratitude and glory to 
God for the faithfulness of everyone in this congregation. 
 
The annual congregational meeting will be held after worship on 
Sunday, January 15, 2017.  Included in that meeting will be the 
annual report, the election of church officers, and a review of the 
2017 budget. 
 
On Saturday, January 21, 2017, BCPF will host the staff and Session 
of First Presbyterian Church, Columbus, Indiana.  Led by the church’s 
pastor, Rev. Filipe Martinez, the staff will be in retreat from 8:00 
a.m.to 3:00 p.m. 
 
We welcome your voluntary donations to the Deck Fund.  If you 
would like to contribute, please make your check payable to BCPF 
with “Deck Fund” in the memo line and put it in the collection plate. 
 

Adult Sunday School continues its study of the life and ministry of 
the Apostle Paul.  Please join us in Fellowship Hall each Sunday at 
9:00 a.m. 
 

If you need to contact Pastor Scott, please feel free to do so by 
calling one of the following numbers: 317-931-2347 office; or 317- 
701-0207 cell.  His e-mail is sseay@cts.edu.  Molly DeWitt can be 
reached at (574) 727-1724 or mdewitt@cts.edu. 
 

 

BY THE NUMBERS 
 

  Attendance last Sunday (Jan 1)                    24    
  Offering last Sunday                             $    567.00 
  Weekly needs to make the budget                              $ 1,591.26 
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Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 
 

For today’s presbytery prayer partner, Jefferson Presbyterian 
Church in Canaan.  This small congregation is presently without a 
pastor, and seeks your prayers for their pastoral search. 
 
A celebration that Jean Honeysett’s family showed up for 
Christmas! And, travel mercies for Faith – she is going to Costa Rica. 
 
For Bob Young’s friend Brian – he is doing very well, has been 
scheduled to go back to work and his scans look good – but, he still 
needs a hip replacement and his hip still pains him. 
 
For Bob Young’s other friend Big Jim Brydges – he has been moved 
to a rehab center and is having positive results. 
 
Pastor Scott reported on Mac Bellner – her family traveled to her 
from Massachusetts for Christmas since she couldn’t travel there. 
She will be having the knee replacement soon. 
 
Pete Bullard celebrated our new beautiful handicap bathroom – 
that Todd Root did a fantastic job and much thanks to the trustees 
for their guidance in seeing this through. 
 
For Paulett Hughes’s daughter Jane – she is still having issues. 
 
For Don Fearrin – he and Ginny are in Florida and Leona reports 
that he has had another heart issue – they are planning on leaving 
for a cruise on January 7 and are waiting to see test results before 
they leave. 
 
For America, our military, our police, our first responders and 
for the election transition of our presidency. 
 
For those with ongoing health issues: Janice Cassiday; Kathy Cox; 
Melody, a friend of Carol Hartley-Hines; Diane’s sister-in-law 
Carolyn; Floyd Clouse; Jean Pienta, Big Jim Brydges, Marissa 
Fisher, Jay Cecerman, Gary Fox, Junior Cody and Doug McGarvey. 
 

 

The prayers of a righteous person are powerful and effective.      
James 5:16 
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