
BROWN COUNTY PRESBYTERIAN FELLOWSHIP 
ORDER OF WORSHIP ON THE LORD’S DAY 

 

September 23, 2018 
 

Celebrating Community 
 

Greeting & Announcements                         
 

If you are visiting with us today, we are especially glad you are here!  Please 
fill out one of the visitor cards and place it in the offering plate.  Also, please 

feel free to join us following the service for coffee and conversation. 
 

Recognition of Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

Prelude and Lighting of the Candles  
 

As you prepare your hearts for worship, welcome  
the presence of the Lord in this place. 

 

Praising God 
 

*Call to Worship                   
 

Leader Can you believe it? The disciples argued about their 
importance to Jesus. 

People Who is the most important to him?  They wanted 
to know. 

Leader But Jesus surprised them all, I suspect. 
People “If you want to be first, then you must make 

yourself last,” he said. 
Leader Get us ready, Lord, for this kind of discipleship. 

 

*Hymn of Praise                           # 625 
“How Great Thou Art” 

 

Receiving Pardon from God 
 

*Invitation to Confession (cf. Isaiah 29:13) 
 

Too often we honor the Lord with our lips, even though our hearts 
are far from Him.  And yet, the Lord longs for us to confess our sins 
so that He may lavish on us grace and forgiveness.  How great thou 
art!  Hear us now, Lord, as we confess our sins to you… 

*Prayer of Confession        The People of God 
 

Calling Lord, / the way of discipleship is so demanding, / that 
sometimes we falter and fail. / We put ourselves forward as the 
most important, / when you call us to be last and least. / We 
want you to love us best of all, / and we forget that you have 
love enough for everyone. / Forgive our self-interest and 
selfishness. / Teach us again not to think more highly of 
ourselves than we ought / and to put others ahead of ourselves. 
/ This is so hard because it is so unnatural for us. / So we need 
the transforming power of your Holy Spirit to be true and 
faithful disciples. / For this we pray, in the name of Jesus 
Christ… 
 

During the silence, please make your personal confession to God. 
 

*Assurance of Pardon             
 

The God who created you and sustains you also loves and forgives 
you through Jesus Christ.  New life in him is available to you through 
the Holy Spirit.  Thank you, God!  Amen. 
 

Hearing God’s Word 
 

The Children’s Message         Pastor Scott 
 

Following the children’s message, all children are invited  
to attend Sunday School. They may join our teachers  

at the entrance to Fellowship Hall. 
 

First Lesson                     James 3:13-18 
 

The author of James describes two kinds of wisdom, 
one “earthly,” and the other “from above.” 

 

Gospel Lesson       Mark 9:30-37 
 

Jesus tells his disciples that if they want to be first 
they must become the last.  

 

Sermon                            “First and Last” 
 

Responding in Faith 
 

*Hymn of Response                                      # 312 
“Take Us as We Are, O God” 



*Affirmation of Faith                The People of God  
 

Today we will recite together sections 1 and 3 
of A Brief Statement of Faith on p. 37-38 of the hymnal 

 

*Gloria Patri                    # 581 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be. 
World without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings           Pastor Scott 
 

 Moment of Reflection 
 

*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!  Praise God all creatures 
here below!  Praise God above ye heavenly hosts!  Praise Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost. Amen! 

 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
 

Praying for the Church and World 
 

Sharing of Concerns & Celebrations             Pastor Scott 
 

Pastoral Prayer  
 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
come.  Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen 
 

Departing to Serve 
 

*Closing Hymn       # 835 
“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

 

*Pastoral Charge and Blessing              Pastor Scott 
 

Postlude          
 

Please remain seated and enjoy the postlude 
that Ji and Mark have prepared. 

Order of Worship on the Lord’s Day 

September 23, 2018 
 

Brown County 
Presbyterian Fellowship 

 

 
 

Rev. Dr. Scott Seay, Pastor 

Dr. Jihyun Kim, Pianist 

Dr. Mark DeZwaan, Organist 

 
Brown County Presbyterian Fellowship exists  

to glorify God through its worship; to build a loving community 
of faith; to nurture people into true disciples of Jesus Christ; and 

to serve the needs of our community, nation, and world. 



 

 

Welcome to Brown County Presbyterian Fellowship for worship on 
this Lord’s Day!  We hope that our service this morning is a blessing 
in your life.  

 

Announcements 
 

Today’s sanctuary flowers are provided by the flower ladies to 
thank God every day for the beautiful and bountiful harvest as well 
as all His many blessings. 
 

Session named Brown County Humane Society to be our October 
recipient-of-the-month for donations - this was done to help/honor 
animals in lieu of Blessing of the Animals this year - needed items 
are: Purina Dog Chow/green bag; Purina Puppy Chow/ light blue 
bag; Dog Treats (preferably soft kind that can be cut into smaller 
pieces); Plain Dawn dish soap; free & clear Dryer Sheets; plain 
Bleach; Laundry Detergent (compatible with high efficiency washing 
machine); Paper Towels; and Pill Pockets (treats made to put 
medications in). Box decorated by our Sunday School kids will be 
available next week in Fellowship Hall.  
 

Sunday, October 7, is World Communion Sunday.  Following our 
worship service, we will have our annual soup and bread lunch.  
Please sign up if you are able to bring a crock pot of your favorite 
soup to share.  Breads will be provided. 
 

The Peace and Global Witness Offering received on October 7 is 1 
of 4 annual offerings of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Funds go to 
support peace-making initiatives in our local community, our 
Presbytery and across the globe.  Please consider making a gift this 
year. 
 

If you would like to purchase a mum to help decorate the outdoor 
sanctuary for Ji’s and Mark’s wedding, please speak with Arthur 
Omberg.  The mums are extraordinarily large, and the cost is $30.00 
each.  The church will underwrite $10.00 of each mum, making your 
cost $20.00.  And, you can take the mum home with you after the 
wedding on October 6. 
 

Plans are being made for a potluck celebration and dedication of 
the new deck.  Please watch for details. 
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BCPF is participating in the Brown County Backpack Program.  
This program helps provide local school children with healthy meals 
over the weekend.  Please continue contributing cans of peas as you 
are able. 
 

Pastor Scott will lead a tour of central and southern Spain - 
leaving Indianapolis on May 2 and returning on May 13, 2019.  A 
brochure about the trip is available in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Adult Sunday School continues the study of religion in the “Roaring 
Twenties.”  The study corresponds to the work Pastor Scott is doing   
on his next book. Everyone is welcome to join us in Fellowship Hall. 
 

 

BY THE NUMBERS 
 

  Attendance last Sunday (Sep 16)                  42                                                                      
  Offering last Sunday                                    $ 1,429.00 
  Weekly needs to make the budget                                  $ 1,730.78 
 

 

Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 
 

For today’s Presbytery Prayer Partner, all those working through 
Presbyterian Disaster Service to assist survivors of Hurricane 

Florence, in addition to the survivors themselves. 
 

John Pavey celebrated that nephew Michael Johnson who lives 20 
miles from east coast had only some damage to home (has 
generator), lost many trees but asks for prayers for all those 
affected by Hurricane Florence - bridges under water, everything 
really bad.  
 

For the family of Stella Hartley, who continues to mourn her death; 
a celebration of life has been scheduled soon during regular worship 
on Sunday, October 14. 
 

Tim Sparks celebrated Grandparents Day by being with his 
grandsons - they look forward to seeing him again at Christmas. 
 

For those with ongoing health issues: Peg & Charlie,  Janice 
Cassiday,  Orv & Bill Toler,  Jean Pienta, Big Jim Brydges, Marissa 
Fisher, Jay Cecerman, Gary Fox, Junior Cody, Ann Johnson, Vada, 
Arti and Chet and Janice Kylander.  
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