
Presenting our Tithes and Offerings 
 

Moment of Reflection 
 

Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving and Consecration 
 

Going Forth Renewed 
 

Pastoral Charge and Blessing 
 

Closing Hymn      
“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” 

 

As Mark improvises on this familiar hymn, 
enjoy visiting with one another and your pets. 

 

+++++++++++++++ 
 
Held on or near the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi (October 4), services 
of blessing for animals lead us in celebrating the richness of God’s 
creation, recognizing the gifts that animals offer to humanity, and 
declaring our on-going commitment to caring for all of God’s 
creatures, great and small. 
 
St Francis of Assisi (1181-1226) was a Roman Catholic deacon and 
founder of the Order of Friars (also known as the Franciscans).  His 
legendary relationship with animals and his unwavering 
commitment to caring for creation made him the patron saint of the 
environment. 
 

 

BY THE NUMBERS 
 

  Attendance last Sunday (Oct 2)                     34                                                                         
  Offering last Sunday                             $ 1,732.00 
  Weekly needs to make the budget                              $ 1,768.58 
  

 
If you need to contact Pastor Scott, please feel free to do so by 
calling one of the following numbers: 317-931-2347 office; or 317-
701-0207 cell.  His e-mail is sseay@cts.edu. 

Brown County 

Presbyterian Fellowship 
 

October 9, 2016  
 

 
Rev. Dr. Scott Seay, Pastor 

Molly DeWitt, Associate Pastor Intern 

Jihyun Kim and Mark DeZwaan, Pianists 
 

602 State Road 135 North 
Nashville, IN 47448 

(812) 988-9764 
www.bcpresby.com 

 
Brown County Presbyterian Fellowship exists to glorify God 
through its worship; to build a loving community of faith; to 

nurture people into true disciples of Jesus Christ; and to serve the 
needs of our community, nation, and world.  

mailto:sseay@cts.edu
http://www.bcpresby.com/


BROWN COUNTY PRESBYTERIAN FELLOWSHIP 
ORDER OF WORSHIP ON THE LORD’S DAY 

 

Service of Blessing for the Animals 
 

October 9, 2016 
 

Gathering 
 

Greeting             Pastor Scott Seay 
 

Opening Prayer 
 

Call to Worship from Psalm 148:7-14   Molly DeWitt 
 

Leader: Praise the Lord from the earth, all sea creatures in the 
deep! 

People: Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars, 
praise the Lord! 

Leader: Wild animals and all cattle, creeping things and flying 
birds, join the in the praise! 

People: Let them praise the name of the Lord, for He alone 
is exalted; His glory is in heaven and on earth. 

Leader: Praise the Lord! 
 

Praising God 
 
Hymn of Praise              Tune: Ellacombe  

“O God, Your Creatures Fill the Earth”  
© 2011 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

 

Invitation to Confession     Molly DeWitt 
 

The same God who created everything and called it good longs to 
forgive our sins.  Knowing by faith in Jesus Christ that God loves us, 
let us confess our sins and be reminded of His mercy toward us… 
 

Prayer of Confession  
 

Forgiving God, / you created the world to serve humanity's 
needs and to lead them to You. / By our own sin we have spoiled  
the beautiful relationship which we once had with all your 

creation. / Forgive us when we have squandered natural 
resources because of our greed. / Forgive us when we have 
neglected the needs of our animal friends because we fail to see 
them as gifts from you. / Renew our wonder and awaken our 
concern once again. / Make us better stewards and more careful 
tenants / of the world that you lend to us to be our home.  / We 
pray in the name of Jesus, and by the power of the Holy Spirit… 
 

Assurance of Pardon                
 

God's steadfast love extends to the heavens, and reaches down to 
touch our hearts. Through Jesus Christ, God has forgiven us; by the 
work of God’s Spirit, we are empowered to live new lives of 
responsibility. Thanks be to God who forgives and saves us! Amen! 
 

Hearing God’s Word 
 

First Reading                     Genesis 1:1-2:4     Pastor Scott 
 

God creates everything in the world and declares that it is good. 
 

Homily Text                      Romans 8:18-25 
 

Paul explains that all creation awaits God’s renewal. 
 

Homily                                   “Labor Pains” 
 

Responding to God’s Word 
 

Hymn of Response     
“Let All Things Now Living” 

 

Prayer of Response 
 

Creator God, we have listened as you spoke to us through your 
Scriptures today.  We commit ourselves anew to caring for all of 
your creation, especially for these pets whom you have 
entrusted to our special care.  Help us to remember and uphold 
our responsibilities to them and to You, even as we all long for 
you to renew all things.  Amen. 
 

Blessing of the Animals 
 

Pastor Scott and Molly will make their way  
to each of you and pronounce a blessing on your pet.  



 

O God, Your Creatures Fill the Earth  
© 2011 Carolyn Winfrey Gillette 

Tune: Ellacombe 

 
O God, your creatures fill the earth 

with wonder and delight, 
And every living thing has worth 

and beauty in your sight. 
So playful dolphins dance and swim; 

Your sheep bow down and graze. 
Your songbirds share a morning hymn 

To offer you their praise. 
 

You made the pets we welcome in 
They're wondrous blessings, too. 

With paws and whiskers, wings and fins, 
They offer praise to you. 

O Lord, you call us to embrace 
These creatures in our care. 

May we show kindness, love and grace 
To all pets everywhere. 

 
You made the creatures on each farm; 

You know the things they need. 
May they grow healthy, safe from harm, 

And safe from human greed. 
Just as a shepherd loves the sheep, 

You know their joy, their pain. 
 

Lord, bless the animals we keep; 
May all farms be humane. 

Your creatures live in every land; 
They fill the sky and sea. 

O Lord, you give us your command 
To love them tenderly. 

We're called to have dominion here 
To care for them always. 

By loving creatures you hold dear, 
We offer you our praise. 

 

 

Welcome to Brown County Presbyterian Fellowship for worship on 
this Lord’s Day!  We hope that our service this morning is a blessing 
in your life.  

 

Announcements 
 

This morning’s flowers are provided by the flower ladies in honor 
of the glory of God and to thank Him for all His many blessings. 
 

Next Sunday, October 16, Molly DeWitt will be preaching and 
leading worship.  We look forward to the encouraging and 
challenging word that she will bring.  A second-year student at 
Christian Theological Seminary, Molly serves this year as our 
Associate Pastor Intern. 
 
Last week we celebrated World Communion Sunday after church 
with our annual bread and soup lunch.  We feasted on eight soups 
and many kinds of breads and muffins!  We thank all our chefs! 
 
We welcome your voluntary donations to the Deck Fund.  The goal 
is to raise $37,000 to re-build the decaying, three-story deck on the 
back of the church.  If you would like to contribute, please make your 
check payable to BCPF with “Deck Fund” in the memo line and put it 
in the collection plate.  To date we have collected $8,611.00, and we 
have used part of this money to take down the failing deck.  
 
On this Sunday and next Sunday we will continue to receive the 
Peace & Global Witness Offering that supports peacemaking work 
in our community and nation across the world that brings people to 
God’s table of peace.  So far we have collected $335.00! 
 
Adult Sunday School continues its study of the life and ministry of 
the Apostle Paul.  Please join us in Fellowship Hall each Sunday at 
9:00 a.m. 
 
If you haven’t already done so, check out the church’s new website at 
www.browncountypresbyterian.org.  
 
 

http://www.browncountypresbyterian.org/


Prayer Concerns and Celebrations 
 

For Jay Secerman, brother to one of Sandy Pavey’s friends at work – 
now sitting up in bed but needs a lot of prayers for his recovery – he 
was terribly hurt after being buried and crushed in ditch at work.  
 

A celebration for Cheryl Boyle  - she was in church today after 
spending 31 days in bed looking at the ceiling – having cat scan and 
bone scan soon and is 2 days without pain medication. 
 

Jean Honeysett asked for prayers for her granddaughter who is in a 
divorce situation – that she may learn to focus on the good things; 
and for Stella Hartley – she has fallen and broken her collar bone. 
 

Blake Wolpert celebrated Bob Young doing such a good job with 
hymn sing last Sunday! 
 

Pauletta Hughes asked for prayers for her granddaughter Amy 
Thompson – she is having complications following her gall bladder 
surgery; and for her daughter Jane who is so ill that they had to stop 
the infusions. 
 

For Dave Wall who is doing well at home following gall bladder 
surgery. 
 

For Mary Ann Sole’s friend Marissa Fisher – she has had brain 
surgery. 
 

A celebration that Cindy Wolpert got to spend time with her 3 
sisters – but needing prayers for her oldest sister’s husband Norm 
Phillips; and for her sister Peg’s son who is now institutionalized 
after having traumatic brain injury; & for 3rd sister in Nebraska who 
lives alone. 
 

Diane Thompson celebrates her son’s delayed wedding 
anniversary. 
 

Judy Roscoe asked for comfort and healing prayers for her cousin 
Pat Crim – her only son at 44 has just passed. 
 

Janice Cassiday asked for prayers for her daughter Jacquelyn – she 
is in the hospital. 

Jane Gore shared her celebration of the many calls she received from 
the neighbors of one of her rentals – that there was a strong smell of 
gas. The gas company said that the house was 3 ticks away from 
exploding. The information learned from this situation was that 
you should never turn on the lights in any structure filled with 
gas – a spark from turning on the lights could cause an 
explosion. Or, in other words, if you smell gas, don’t turn on the 
lights! 
 

For those with ongoing health issues: Janice Cassiday; Kathy Cox; 
Melody, a friend of Carol Hartley-Hines; Diane’s sister-in-law 
Carolyn; Floyd Clouse; Jean Pienta, Big Jim Brydges and Cheryl 
Boyle.  
 

Let all Things Now Living 
  

Let all things now living  
a song of thanksgiving  

to God the Creator triumphantly raise,  
who fashioned and made us,  

protected and stayed us,  
who guides us and leads to the end of our days.  

His banners are o’er us,  
his light goes before us,  

a pillar of fire shining forth in the night,  
till shadows have vanished  
and darkness is banished, 

as forward we travel from light into light. 
 

His law he enforces;  
the stars in their courses  

and sun in its orbit obediently shine;  
the hills and the mountains,  

the rivers and fountains,  
the deeps of the ocean proclaim him divine.  

We too should be voicing  
our love and rejoicing; 

with glad adoration a song let us raise,  
till all things now living  
unite in thanksgiving:  

to God in the highest, hosanna and praise!  


