
Brief Timeline of John Calvin 
 

1509  John Calvin (Jean Cauvin) is born in Noyon, France, the second of  
five sons of Gérard and Jeanne (LeFranc) Cauvin 

 
1523? Calvin enters the University of Paris, formally affiliating with the 

Collège de Montaigu and studying the arts (philosophy) 
 
1528? Calvin enters the university at Orléans and begins the study of civil 

law with Pierre de l’Estoile.  Later, he studies under Andrea Alciati 
at the college at Bourge 

 
1531 Calvin graduates from Orléans as licencié ès lois and remains at the 

university in an administrative post of some kind 
  
1532 Calvin publishes his commentary on Seneca’s De clementia, 

establishing his reputation as an emerging humanist scholar. 
 
1533 Calvin becomes chaplain of La Génise and re-affiliates with the 

University of Paris.  The university rector, Nicholas Cop, delivers 
his controversial All Saints’ Day oration, advocating modest 
evangelical reform, and touching off intense hostility among the 
theology faculty 

 
1534 Calvin renounces his chaplaincy at La Génise, formally breaking 

with the Roman Church and aligning himself with French 
evangelical reformers 

 
1536 Exiled in Basel, Calvin writes and publishes the first edition of his 

Institutes of the Christian Religion, though few were aware that he 
was the author.  Calvin re-locates to Geneva to assist Guillame 
Farel with the evangelical reforms already underway 

 
1538 The Little Council expels Farel and Calvin from Geneva in the 

midst of controversy over the pace of reform.  Calvin sojourns in 
Strasbourg 

 
1539 Calvin publishes his reply to Cardinal Sadolet and the people of 

Geneva, indicating the essence of evangelical reform as he 
understood it 

 
1540 Calvin marries a widow named Idelette de Bure, who died in 1549.  

Born in 1542, their only child Jacque lived only a few days 



 
1541 Calvin returns to Geneva at the request of the Little Council and 

resumes Farel’s and his evangelical reforms as pastor of St. Peter’s 
Church.  He publishes his Ecclesiastical Ordinances giving the 
Genevan Church its organization and identity 

 
1545 Calvin publishes a catechism for the Church in Geneva 
 
1547 Calvin publishes his Antidote to the Council of Trent to expose what 

he understood to be the shortcomings of the Roman Church’s 
program of reform 

 
1548-55 Calvin and the Genevan city Council play tug-of-war over the 

nature and pace of evangelical reform 
 
1553 The Little Council condemns Michael Servetus of heresy and burns 

him at the stake.  Calvin served as his accuser and theological 
expert at his trial, but opposes his execution 

 
1555 Persecution led to a mass emigration for French Protestants 

(Huguenots) into Geneva, greatly enhancing Calvin’s power in the 
city 

 
1559 The final edition of Calvin’s Institutes is published. 
 
1564 Calvin dies in Geneva 
 
 
 
 
 


