
Prayers for February 12, 2017 
 

Opening Prayer  
 

Merciful God, you forgive us time and again for our foolish ways.  Your steadfast love toward us 
that never ends, your forgiveness is renewed every morning.  We enter your presence today, 
each of us broken in our own way.  You know our struggles and our pain, both as individuals 
and as a church.  Accept our worship, and touch us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may be 
made whole.  We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the merciful healer of us all.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People 
 

God of all creation, accept our thanks and our praise for all of the ways that you bless us every 
day.  With awe we see the splendor and beauty of all creation, springing to new life because of 
your loving touch.  With delight we experience the wonder of life and the mystery of love, 
family and friends all bear your imprint and remind us of your abiding presence with us.  With 
gratitude we commit ourselves to the tasks you place before us.  These tasks often demand the 
best that we have to offer, and produce in us joy when we succeed. 
 

Above all, we thank and praise you for Jesus Christ.  The truth of his teaching and his example 
of life inspire the best in us.  By his steadfast obedience, he resisted temptation and avoided 
the sin that so easily overwhelms us.  His death make possible new life for us, his resurrection 
give us hope every day that your Kingdom is unfolding before us.   
 

Grant us the gift of your Holy Spirit so that we might know Christ more fully, and that we may 
make him known by our words and our witness of life.  Set us free to love ourselves and one 
another, bind us together in this church as the body of Christ.  Give us courage to pray always, 
to serve you in our daily tasks, and to live holy and joyful lives.  Inspire in us hope as we watch 
for heaven and earth to be renewed. 
 

You give us the privilege of approaching you in prayer for ourselves, for our family, for our 
friends, and for our world.  For those who grieve losses to painful for words… For those who 
struggle against illness or wait on healing from injury… For those who must resist self-
destructive ways that we cannot understand… For those who find it hard to have faith, hope, 
and love because of the hardships they have endured… For those who don’t know how to pray 
or what to pray for…   
 

Today we pray for health care workers, who tend to our minds and our bodies when we are 
most vulnerable.  For doctors who have the knowledge, the skills, and the wisdom of 
experience to heal.  For nurses and technicians who take time to listen and show compassion, 
but know when to act swiftly.  For chaplains who tend to our spiritual well-being, praying for us 
even when we are unaware.  For food service workers and janitors, who feed us and safeguard 
us against disease as we recover.  For clerical staff and case managers, who work on our behalf 
behind the scenes, doing thankless tasks on our behalf.   
 

Hear the prayers of your people this morning, merciful God, even as we pray the words that our 
Savior, Jesus Christ, taught us… [Lord’s Prayer].  


