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Loving Lord, we have so much to be thankful for at the beginning of this new year: for the 
assurance of your sustaining presence in our world and in our lives; for the chance to walk in 
faith in Christ, deepening our love for you and for one another; for the peace and security of 
our daily living; for the health of our bodies, the wholeness of our minds, and the hope in our 
hearts.   
 
We praise and thank you, generous God, for all of these blessings and more.  In this new year, 
may we be found faithful in our worship, loyal in our service, and committed in our desire to 
see your will be done.  This is the only fitting response we can make to the love that you have 
first shown to us.  Even though we have failed in the past, we are comforted by the words of 
your servant Paul, “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation altogether; everything old has 
passed away, and everything has become new again” (2 Corinthians 5:17). 
 
We count it a privilege to offer our prayers to you on behalf of our friends and loved ones.  For 
those who are living with loss…  For those who are sick and injured… For those coping with 
chronic illness… For those travelling, no matter the reason…  Even for those whose names and 
concerns have gone unmentioned here today, we commend them to your sovereign care. 
 
Today we offer a special prayer for those who suffer abuse: for children, who suffer at the 
hands of parents whom they should be able to love and trust; for spouses, beaten down by the 
very ones who promised to love them forever; for elders, who should be cherished for their 
wisdom and experience and are instead neglected; and for all people ignored, hated, and 
cheated by the very neighbors who should be showing them your love.   
 
Hear their cries, O Lord.  Fill their hearts with courage that comes only from your Holy Spirit, 
ignite in them a powerful vision of hope and self-worth.  Grant them the chance to act, so that 
they may no longer be passive victims of hatred and violence.  Turn the hearts of their 
oppressors toward you, so that they, too, may experience your forgiving love.  Teach them by 
your Holy Spirit to love, and not abuse. 
 
“Peace on earth, and good will toward all people,” the angels sang as the Bethlehem child was 
born.  Renew our hope in that promise this new year, and make that peace and good will a 
reality by acting through us. 
 
Through Christ and by the power of the Holy Spirit, may your holy name be praised forever and 
ever. 
 
Join me now as we pray the words that our Savior taught us, saying… 
  


