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The psalmist sings, “I lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come? My help 
comes from the Lord who made heaven and earth.”  
 
To whom else should we look for help, God, than to you? Out of nothing you created heaven 
and earth. You brought order out of chaos. Your power astounds us.  
 
Your might alone, however, is not why we look to you for help. We rely upon you, Lord, 
because there is goodness in your power. As we look out at all you have made, we know you 
have deemed all of it good. And as we live our lives, we know that you are for us and not 
against us. You, O Lord, love what you have created and are faithful to your creation.  
 
Remain faithful to us always, Lord, for without you, sooner or later, we will know trouble. The 
forces of our own making will pull apart the world you have made. There will be peoples who 
may never know the freedoms that make for a full life and generations who may never imagine 
a peace to be possible. 
 
We are sorry, God, for our tendency to trust in powers that do not love your whole creation, 
that do not have the world’s well-being at heart. Not only do we rely on powers that are 
insufficient to carry out your goodwill, but we also support powers that claim to be good for us 
without being good for everyone.  
 
Correct us, Lord. Let the words of your prophets and the example of Christ illuminate the world 
so that we can see more of what you have made, more of what you care for and love. Help us 
to overcome our self-centeredness, so that we might care as fiercely for others as we do for 
ourselves and what is ours. 
 
Strengthen our resolve, O God, to advocate for people other than ourselves, to bring light into 
others’ lives. Fill us with a prophet’s courage, and give us fellow disciples with whom to walk 
steadily and faithfully all our days. Made in your image, we have the power to act as our hearts 
desire. So make us desire more than anything to be a blessing in the lives of others. 
 
You have heard the prayers of our hearts and our lips already, Lord.  But we pray today 
especially for our nation’s new government.  We pray for our new president, Donald Trump.  
Give him wisdom in decision-making, humility in his spirit, compassion for those who differ with 
him.  It is not by power or might that he can make a difference, but by trusting in your Spirit’s 
leading.  We pray for his closest advisors, including our Vice President, Mike Pence.  We pray 
for our Congress and our courts, that their strongest convictions lead them to rule justly and 
fairly for all people. 
 
We confess that we are a divided people.  We pray that this divisiveness ease in the months 
ahead so that we might move forward as a nation.  We acknowledge that we need one another 



and we need You to address the pressing problems that we face.  We pray for patience and 
tolerance as we deal with one another; help us to listen and to speak in ways that build trust.  
Grant our people peace and security within our border and around the world. 
 
To whom else should we look for help, God, than to you? 
 
In the name of Jesus Christ we offer our prayers to you, confident that your Holy Spirit 
intercedes for us, even when we don’t know how to pray.  Amen. 
 
 


