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So many signs around us, loving God, remind us of your gracious care for us.  Today we 
remember especially baptism, both that of Jesus and our own.  The same Spirit that descended 
on him descends on us and claims us for you.  The same Spirit that confirmed that he is your 
beloved son also reminds us that we are your beloved children, too. 
 
And yet we cannot rest, satisfied in your love for us.  Baptism also is a commission that each of 
us must fulfill, a calling to pursue wholly with our hearts, our minds, and all our strength.  By 
your Holy Spirit you have equipped each of us in your name.  Forgive us for the times we have 
neglected these gifts from you: when we were timid, instead of courageous; indifferent, instead 
of faithful; inattentive, instead of alert to the opportunities you open to us for living out our 
faith. 
 
Renew in us a resolute commitment to our calling, and a confidence in the powerful leading of 
your Holy Spirit. 
 
We present to you today the concerns that lie heavy on our hearts, the burdens that we help 
our brothers and sisters to bear.  In particular, we pray for… [recall concerns mentioned].  And 
yet we know that even the concerns we cannot yet utter, the needs we cannot yet name, are 
presented to you by your Holy Spirit. 
 
Even beyond the concerns of these so close to us, we pray today for those who suffer from 
cancer.  For those who have just received the diagnosis and face an uncertain course of 
treatment; for those who have been fighting the disease for a long time; for those who 
defeated cancer before, but it has come back; for those whose fight has ended, and who await 
deliverance from their pain.   
 
We pray for those who care for cancer sufferers.  For dedicated doctors and nurses who work 
long hours and lay awake at night with worry for their patients.  For their spouses who must 
juggle work and family and other obligations while also attending to their wives and husbands.  
For the parents and siblings of cancer sufferers whose worry runs bone deep.  For their 
children, who must learn how to cope with something that they cannot possibly understand. 
 
We know by faith that you are able to sustain all that you have created.  So we pray that your 
Holy Spirt be present with those who suffer from cancer as Comforter, Advocate, and Healer of 
body and mind. 
 
And now, as baptized followers of Jesus have done down through the ages, let us join together 
in praying the words that he taught us… 


