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Holy God, we come before you this morning to praise and adore you.  
 
How awesome is your power, that You can allow the waters to rise and the mountains to 
crumble!  Yet you still keep the most helpless among us safe because it is not part of Your 
design for them to perish and die.  Teach us to trust in you. 
 
How great is your wisdom, that You can lead us and guide us, close a door and open another, 
give us trials as well as blessings, and shepherd us all our lives until we are safe and finally 
home.  Teach us to hope in you. 
 
How deep is your love and how boundless your mercy, that no matter how grave our problems, 
how terrible our mistakes, how shameful our secrets, or how often we stumble and fall, we can 
pray to You for forgiveness, we can find our salvation in you.  Teach us to love and forgive as 
you do. 
 
As your Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness, so we also ask you to lead us in this season of Lent.  
Teach us to confront our shortcomings and failures, and fortify our trust in you to overcome 
them.  Unlike Jesus, we cannot obey perfectly and remain sinless; so forgive us for our sins and 
our disobedience.  Prepare us to be more like Him, even as we take up our crosses and follow 
him all the way to the end.  Grant us the hope of new life, too, even as we anticipate His 
resurrection. 
 
We do not only pray for ourselves this morning, Lord.  We bring to you the concerns of friends 
and loved ones, members of our community, your church, and all nations of the world including 
our own.  You have heard the concerns spoken here today: prayers for healing and wholeness; 
peace of mind; reconciliation with others; strength to face difficulties; increased faith in you; 
and justice for all. 
 
How boundless is your grace toward us, that even when we don’t know how to pray or what to 
pray for, you answer us still. 
 
So we thank you, Lord, for hearing our prayer and being fully present to us. 
 
Send us out, Lord, as your people: flawed but forgiven, strengthened by your Holy Spirit, ready 
to proclaim your goodness and mercy, and inspired to serve others because of our love for you.  
Hear us once more, as we pray the words that Jesus, our Lord and Savior taught us, 
saying…[Lord’s Prayer]. 


